
              CASTLE ROCK TOWNSHIP                                    Approved 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS REGULAR MEETING 

May 11, 2015 @ 7:00 P.M.  

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Castle Rock Township was convened at the Castle 

Rock Town Hall on Monday, May 11, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Sandy Weber, Chair; Russ Zellmer, Vice-

Chair; Jeff Partington, Jon Juenke, and Dave Nicolai, Supervisors; Barbara Lang, Clerk; and Rhonda 

Rademacher, Treasurer.  Also in attendance were Adam Dowd, Dean Johnson, Tad Swedin, Dan Nicolai, Jason 

Maras, and Eric Ruud.  Late arrivals were Mark Henry and Scott Qualle. 

Sandy Weber called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

APPROVE AGENDA 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to approve the agenda.  5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

CONSENT AGENDA REVIEW/APPROVE 

1. April 13, 2015 Board of Supervisors Re-Organizational Minutes 

2. April 13, 2015 Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 

3. April 27, 2015 Board of Supervisors Closed Meeting Minutes 

4. Application from Lions Club of Farmington for Bingo at the Dakota County Fair, August 10-16, 2015 

5. Large Assembly Permit for Rodeo at the Dakota County Fairgrounds on June 7, 2015 

6. Large Assembly Permit for Midwest Mopars at the Dakota County Fairgrounds on May 30-31, 2015 

7. Large Assembly Permit for Southern Cruzers Car Show at the Dakota County Fairground on August 29, 

2015 

Jon Juenke made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded to approve the Consent Agenda.  5 ayes.  Motion 

carried.  

INTRODUCTION OF NEW SECONDARY TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY 

Adam Dowd, from Schmitz, Ophaug, Dowd & Blumhoefer, LLP in Northfield was present to introduce himself 

and give a brief history of their firm’s background in Township activities.  They are ready to assist the Township 

in legal matters when required. 

PUBLIC COMMENT - None 

PLANNING COMMISSION UPDATE 

At the April 27, 2015 Planning Commission Reorganization Meeting, Jon Juenke was elected as Chairman and 

Jeff Partington was elected as Vice-Chairman.  Barbara Lang will continue as the Secretary for the Commission. 

At the April 27, 2015 Regular Planning Commission Meeting, the following items were discussed: 

 Building Permit for Jim and Bonnie Oberg, 3435 225
th
 St W for 3-season porch 

 Ag Zoning Permit for Eric Ruud, 2088 270
th
 St W – moving ag shed from location on Blaine Ave. All 

appropriate paperwork and fees for road closure/moving building have been completed/paid. 

 Building Permit for Jason Maras, 22315 Albatross Circle for a pole barn (not ag) 

 Building Permit for Castle Rock Bank, 27925 Danville Ave, for new addition and remodel of existing bank 

All were recommended to proceed for approval by the Board of Supervisors. 

REVIEW / APPROVE  
Supervisor Dave Nicolai recused himself from any discussion of these permits. 

 Building Permit for Jim and Bonnie Oberg, 3435 225
th
 St W for 3-season porch (Note: homeowner has 

withdrawn this permit request, so no further action was required) 

 Ag Zoning Permit for Eric Ruud, 2088 270
th
 St W – moving ag shed from location on Blaine Ave. All 

appropriate paperwork and fees for road closure/moving building have been completed/paid. 

 Building Permit for Jason Maras, 22315 Albatross Circle for a pole barn (not ag) 

 Building Permit for Castle Rock Bank, 27925 Danville Ave, for new addition and remodel of existing bank 

Chair Sandy Weber asked the Supervisors if they had any questions regarding any of the applications.  A large 

rendering of the Castle Rock Bank project was available at the meeting table in addition to the reduced copies that 

were provided to the Supervisors.  Hearing no questions, Ms. Weber asked for a motion to approve the permits. 



Jon Juenke made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded to approve all the permits as listed.  4 ayes.  1 

abstain – Dave Nicolai, who had recused himself.  Motion carried.   

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 Discussion regarding updating Castle Rock Township Ordinances to include provisions for Solar 

Dean Johnson, Township Planner, was in attendance to provide background and guidance on this topic.  Mr. 

Johnson provided a sample amendment from another jurisdiction that he has been working with.  He has worked 

with Empire and Waterford Townships locally on Ordinance Amendments regarding Solar.  Highlights of his 

recommendations included, if our township would go forward with preparing an Ordinance Amendment, that the 

Definitions Section would need to be updated to reflect many topic-specific terms.  He recommends adding the 

terms of “Retail” and “Wholesale” Solar Electric Systems rather than using the terms “Solar Garden” or “Solar 

Farm”, as they more accurately describes the equipment and use.  Further, he recommends that the Township is 

not required to take action on this until the time comes that there is an actual application for this use in our 

jurisdiction.  If the Township is contacted by a resident or vendor desiring authorization to proceed with such a 

project, the Township’s policy should be to guide the applicant to submit a Zoning Amendment application with 

the required Escrow fee.  This protects the Township from spending money on legal costs for something that we 

currently do not allow.  The escrow would be used to absorb the legal and administrative costs of making such an 

Ordinance Amendment.  In Mr. Johnson’s experience so far, there have been no guarantees that parties who have 

applied to other local jurisdictions will be awarded the actual contracts from Xcel Energy.  There are many 

vendors who are encouraging property owners to apply for this, but it has not yet been proven how much 

additional energy produced by the solar units would be compatible with existing electric infrastructure and power 

grids.  To his knowledge, no one has seen the “checklist” that Xcel Energy is using to make awards.  There were a 

few questions clarifying some of Mr. Johnson’s statements.  Russ Zellmer recommended that the Supervisors 

should review the sample Ordinance Amendment presented by Mr. Johnson and table further discussion until 

June, which was agreeable to all. 

DAKOTA COUNTY SHERIFF UPDATE 

Deputy Sheriff Matiboe stopped by at this point.  He explained that there had been a recent theft of chainsaws at a 

location on 280
th
 Street.  They have suspects and are pursuing this case.  He reminded everyone again that 

residents should make sure valuables are locked up and that proper lighting should be in place on people’s 

property if at all possible, as this is a good deterrent. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS (resumed) 

 Follow-up on drainage issues in Rocky Hills/Jennrich property 

Sandy Weber stated that she had spoken to Brad Becker from the Soil and Water Conservation Office again.  The 

Jennrich’s have been contacted and they were instructed that they should contact Grant Jacobson, the Township 

Engineer, as well as Mr. Becker for guidance on the drainage issues they have concerns about.  What the 

Jennrich’s do on their property has the potential to impact the drainage in Rocky Hills.  Any expense incurred for 

consultation is at the Jennrich’s expense.  They were also reminded that there are several grant programs for 

improving/restoring waterways on their land that could be available if they qualify. 

 Report on Citizens Committee to review Building Permit Process & Fees 

Jon Juenke handed out copies of the minutes from the meeting that was held on May 7, 2015.  The meeting was 

mostly to organize and develop a list of what information they would review.  The committee members in 

attendance will be contacting other local townships to inquire how they handle building permits and fees.  A list 

was also given to the Township Clerk requesting additional information to be provided prior to their next meeting 

on May 27, 2015 at 5:00 pm.   

 Update on North Cannon River Watershed Management Organization meeting 

Chair Sandy Weber attended the most recent quarterly meeting of the NCRWMO.  She said that it was brought up 

that the State is mandating that a printed copy of their annual report be available at the town hall.  The Clerk 

verified that copies of the annual report have always been on file, and there is also a link on the township website 

for residents to get that report. 

 Castle Rock Township/City of Farmington Discussion Group/Orderly Annexation Update. 

Sandy Weber and Russ Zellmer met with Dave McKnight and others from the City of Farmington on April 30, 

2015.  No action taken at their meeting. It was confirmed that the agreement should coincide with the Castle Rock 



Township Comprehensive Plan which goes through 2030.  There was discussion of changing the manner of 

payment for annexed property to go back to the State Statute guidelines. 

 

 Building Official’s report of re-inspection at 26752 Denmark Ave 

The Township received an e-mail from Scott Qualle, Building Official with his report on re-inspecting this 

property.  This report will be placed on file, but the township is not inclined to take further action at this time.  

There was discussion about notifying the Dakota County Assessor so they are aware that there might be a change 

of use for the building in question. 

Russ Zellmer made a motion and Dave Nicolai seconded that the Clerk will contact the Dakota County 

Assessor’s office and ask them to evaluate this property for a possible re-adjustment of property taxes due 

to change of use.  5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

 Complaints to City of Farmington regarding recycle business at 22056 Chippendale Ave 

This topic was brought up at the meeting on April 30
th
 with the City of Farmington, and Russ Zellmer said he 

would discuss with the Board of Supervisors again.  It was discussed that since the Township contacted this 

business last summer, they have made improvements and done a much better job at keeping the property 

organized and cleaned up.  Due to the nature of the recycling business, it is expected that from time to time there 

will be extra clutter, but the owners appear to clean up the outside area by the end of each business day.  Russ 

Zellmer volunteered to stop in and talk to them again about the possibility of installing a chain link privacy fence. 

Jon Juenke asked if there was a possibility that Castle Rock Township would consider having a recycle day once a 

year, like Empire Township does.   

NEW BUSINESS - none 

ROAD REPORT 

 2015 Dustproofing Quotes 

Quotes were received from Quality Dust Control and Envirotech Services.  Mark Henry explained that the 

application rates vary slightly and the prices quoted are at the per gallon rates.  Last year both companies were 

authorized, which worked well, depending on weather conditions and availability. Prices are comparable to last 

year. 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded that both Quality Dust control and Envirotech 

be authorized vendors for 2015 dustproofing services.  5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

 Albatross Circle drainage issues 

Mark Henry stated that there is a centerline pipe that had to be cleaned out about a year ago, due to erosion and 

clogging.  We will look at this area during the Annual Roads Inspection. 

 Met Council Biosolids 

Hauling was done, and there were no complaints made to the Township.  Met Council had one complaint from a 

local resident, which they handled.  Treasurer has been instructed to record the costs incurred by the township for 

road grading that was done for this project so it reflected in their Escrow funds that the township is holding. 

 Annual Road Inspection 

Dates for availability were discussed, and the inspection will be done on Wednesday, May 20.  Supervisors are to 

meet at the Town Hall at 6 pm.  Clerk has been instructed to contact the Road Committee members and to ask 

Dave Mumm to drive his large van again if he is available.  Clerk was also instructed to post the required Special 

Meeting Notice. 

Scott Qualle, Building Official, was in attendance briefly to pick up building permit paperwork.  He also gave an 

update that he is reviewing the permit fees for the Farmers Mill warehouse permit and will provide a 

reconciliation by next month. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT  

 Need Board to make a motion and approve permission for Rhonda Rademacher, Treasurer, to review and 

make electronic transfers at the Castle Rock Bank. 

Russ Zellmer made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to give permission from the Board of Supervisors 

for the Treasurer to review and make electronic transfer at the Castle Rock Bank.  5 ayes.  Motion carried.  

Clerk will prepare appropriate Resolution for the Board Chair to sign so this can be done. 



 Discuss pre-pay for 2015 LP 

Based on calculations for the average number of gallons from the past two heating seasons, Rhonda recommends 

prepay for 1,300 gallons at $1.09 per gallon, for a total of $1,417.00.  Central Valley Coop extended the deadline 

to guarantee the price, and to send the signed contract and check to coincide with this month’s BOS meeting. 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded to prepay to Central Valley Coop 1,300 gallons 

of LP for the total amount of $1,417.00.  5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

 An appointment has been made for Irene Bright, who works as a private consultant in coordination with 

MAT, to provide training with the Treasurer and Clerk on May 13 & 14, in order to get the updated CTAS 

software operating correctly.  Rhonda Rademacher asked for township approval to reimburse Irene for 

mileage, one night at a local motel, and $15 per hour for the time she spends working with us. She may also 

be working with someone from another Township when she is here, so these costs will be split accordingly if 

that happens. 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to authorize up to $500 for Clerk and Treasurer 

training with Irene Bright.  5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

Receipts  $    30,745.62 

Cash Control  $      7,191.25 

Current Investments $  785,032.01 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Russ Zellmer seconded to accept the Treasurer Report.  5 ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

REVIEW PAYROLL AND CLAIMS 

Payroll: $     1,949.06  Claim # 8332 - 8334 

Claims:  $   21,226.83 Claim # 8335 - 8350 

Total:    $   23,175.89 

Russ Zellmer made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to approve Payroll and Claims.  5 ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

CLERKS REPORT   

 Treasurer and Clerk are making progress getting the updated CTAS software running properly, as mentioned 

during the Treasurer report. We will continue to use the “old” version until all categories are updated and 

working properly.  

 Sandy Weber and Barbara Lang attended the MAT Legal Short Course on April 23, 2015 in Otsego, MN.  

Good presentations/discussions on several topics that are of interest to our Township, including Preserving 

our Lakes and Water, Solar Energy, and protecting our township roadways, in addition to some personnel 

updates and a summary of legislation currently being considered by the Minnesota Legislature that could 

affect Townships. 

 Clerk will be out of town from June 10-16.  E-mail and voice mail will be checked several times during that 

time period in case anything urgent needs to be forwarded on and taken care of. 

 Registration for the MAT Summer Short Course has been submitted. Barbara Lang, Rhonda Rademacher, and 

Sandy Weber will be attending in Rochester on June 18. 

 Please let Clerk know if you see any updates to be made on the Website. 

Jeff Partington made a motion and Dave Nicolai seconded to adjourn.  5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Barbara Lang, Clerk 

 

Attest:  Sandy Weber, Chair of Board of Supervisors  


